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CONFIDENTIAL SANAA 1306 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, YE, SA 

SUBJECT: RECENT ACTIVITIES OF AL-AHMAR, ABU SHUWARIB AND ABU 
LUHUMS 

1. DURING MAY 28 DINNER, FONMIN AL-ASNAG TOLD ME THAT AL-AHMAR 
RETURNED FROM AL-HAJJA ON MAY 26 AFTER HAVING GONE THERE IN 
OBSENSIBLE EFFORT TO PERSUADE ABU SHUWARIB TO BEHAVE. 

AL-ASNAG SAID THAT SO FAR NO ONE KNOWS WHAT ABU SHUWARIB 
INTENDS TO DO, BUT AHAMR HAS BEEN UNEQUIVOCALLY TOLD BY PRESIDENT 
HAMDI THAT HE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ABU SHUWARIB'S BEHAVIOR. MOREOVER, 
WHEN AL-AHMAR WAS IN RIYADH HE WAS ALSO INFORMED BY THE SAUDIS 

TO ADVISE ABU SHUWARIB TO "RETIRE" FROM THE ARMY AND TAKE A 
"LONG TRIP", THE EXPENSES OF WHICH THE SAUDIS WOULD BE PREPARED 
TO COVER. 

2. MEANWHILE, LTC DIRHAM ABU LUHUM LEFT FOR CAIRO ON 
MAY 25 TO ASSUME HIS NEW DUTIES AS YEMENI MILITARY ATTACHE. 

ALI ABU LUHUM HAS BEEN IN DAMASCUS FOR ALMOST TWO 
WEEKS IN HIS CAPACITY AS AMBASSADOR TO SYRIA. MOHAMMAD 
ABU LUHUM IS LYING LOW IN HIS HOUSE IN SANA WHILE 
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THEIR OLDER BROTHER SINAN ABU LUHUM CONTINUES TO RE AMIN IN 
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NEHM, THE FAMILY ANCESTRAL SEAT. 

3. AL-ASNAG COMMENTED THAT IN HIS OPINION THE MOMENT 
FOR AL-AHMAR AND ABU SHUWARIB TO ACT AGAINST AL-HAMDI 
HAS NOW PASSED AND HAMDI’S STRENGTH GROWS FROM DAY TO 
DAY. EVERY REPORT INDICATES THAT HAMDI IS ENJOYING 
WIDESPREAD POPULARITY THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, BOTH FOR 
HIS RECENT MOVES AGAINST THE ABU SHUWARIB/ABU LUHUM 
FACTION AS WELL AS FOR HIS PROMISES TO SPEED UP THE 
COUNTRY'S DEVELOPMENT. AL-ASNAG OBSERVED THAT IN THIS 
LATTER REGARD IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE SAUDIS AND 
AMERICANS AND OTHER ARAB FRIENDS OF YEMEN TO WORK 
QUICKLY TO DEMONSTRATE TO THE YEMENI PEOPLE THAT YEMEN'S 
RELATIONS WITH THEM WILL NOW RESULT IN TANGIBLE IMPROVEMENTS. 

4. COMMENT: EVERYTHING WE ARE HEARING CORROBORATES 
AL-ASNAG'S BELIEF THAT AL-AHMAR AND ABU SHUWARIB 
HAVE LOST THE INITIATIVE TO MOVE AGAINST AL-HAMDI. IT 
NOW REMAINS TO BE SEEN IF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT UNDER 
HAMDI CAN FULFILL SOME OF ITS PROMISES TO THE 

YEMENIS FAST ENOUGH TO KEEP PACE WITH THEIR RISING 
EXPECTATIONS. 
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